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Note:
Our hope is for a discussion about the issues being presented. 
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WHAT RAISED THE CONCERN HERE?

• Are there six or seven Guiding Principles of IDEA ?

1. Child Find and Zero Reject

2. Nondiscriminatory Assessment

3. The IEP

4. LRE

5. Procedural Safeguards and Due Process

6. Parent and Guardian Participation

7. Right to Educational Achievement (Hazyashi, 2022) 
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Substantive Standard 

• Supreme Court indicated that the “substantive standard” was implicit in the 
original act.

• Yet the supreme court indicates determining sufficient educational benefit 
“presents a difficult problem”(p.10).

• “When a child is fully integrated into the regular classroom, as the Act 
prefers, what that typically means is providing a level of instruction 
reasonably calculated to permit advancement through the general 
curriculum”(p.13).
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WHAT RAISED THE CONCERN HERE?

• “IDEA merely requires the IEP to describe how progress will be measured and when 
periodic reports will be provided to parents. Although both Rowley and Endrew F. 
indicated that passing grades and grade promotion may be one relevant measure of 
progress for students who are fully integrated into general education, they also 
warned that such measures do not automatically imply that a child is receiving 
FAPE.
(retrieved from 
https://www.nasponline.org/publications/periodicals/communique/issues/volume-46-
issue-5/did-endrew-f-change-the-a-in-fape-questions-and-implications-for-school-
psychologists) 
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WHAT DO THE 
REGULATIONS 

SAY WITH 
REGARD TO 

EDUCATIONAL 
BENEFIT?

“each public agency must ensure 
that the IEP Team (i) Reviews the IEP 
periodically, but not less than 
annually, to determine whether the 
annual goals for the child are being 
achieved; and (ii) Revise the IEP, as 
appropriate, to address any lack of 
expected progress toward the annual 
goals, and the general education 
curriculum, if appropriate.”

(Education Leader - Educational Benefit 
Review , 2019, retrieved from PaTTAN - Education Leader -

Educational Benefit Review (EBR))
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Recommendations and 
Resources for 
Preparing Educators in 
the Endrew F. Era from 
the Intensive 
Intervention Site - (Yell 
& Bateman, 2017) 

Recommendation 1: Ensure that special 
education teachers and administrators are legally 
literate in special education.

Recommendation 2: Ensure that general 
education teachers understand their 
responsibilities under the IDEA.

Recommendation 3: Ensure that special 
education teachers are equipped with strategies 
and procedures to involve a student’s parents in 
the special education process.
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Recommendations and 
Resources for 
Preparing Educators in 
the Endrew F. Era from 
the Intensive 
Intervention Site - (Yell 
& Bateman, 2017) 

Recommendation 4: Ensure that special 
education teachers can administer, understand, 
and interpret assessments that are relevant and 
meaningful in academic and/or functional areas.

Recommendation 5: Ensure that special 
education teachers understand and can develop 
ambitious and measurable annual goals.

Recommendation 6: Ensure that special 
education teachers can collect, understand, 
interpret, and react to progress monitoring data.
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Endrew F. v. Douglas 
County School Dist.RE-
1

Endrew F. Supreme Court Opinion Referencing 
Rowley:

“For a child fully integrated in the regular 
classroom an IEP typically should be ‘reasonably 
calculated to enable the child to achieve passing 
marks and advance from grade to grade’ ‘’(p. 2).   

• Does that mean we monitor progress? 

• Just passing grades? 

• What does passing mean?
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What does passing
mean?

Do we need to provide our general education 
preservice teachers with the ability to think 
more critically about what passing means?

• Standards based reporting?

• Letter grades?

• STAR data

• How many of you experienced those 
teachers that calculated grades as an 
average of averages?
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What does passing mean?

• Grading System Example (Penn Foster) Penn Foster High School 
Grading System | Penn Foster

• An overall course grade of 65% or above in each subject, and 
successful completion of 21.5 credits are required to earn your High 
School Diploma.

https://www.pennfoster.edu/academics/grading-system/high-school


What does passing mean?

• Is a D a Passing Grade in High School? (What Is A Passing Grade In 
High School? | HugATeen.Com)

• D is a passing grade in high school, as it means you have achieved the 
minimum percentage of 60% and will get credits for that class.

https://hugateen.com/articles/faq/what-is-a-passing-grade-in-high-school/#is-a-d-a-passing-grade-in-high-school


What does passing mean?

• According to the school’s (Oak Park and River Forest High 
School) Strategic Plan, dated May 26, 2022, the school has 
found that “traditional grading practices perpetuate inequities 
and intensify the opportunity gap.”

• “eliminating zeros from the grade book” and that the school “will 
continue the process necessary to make grading improvements that 
reflect our core beliefs.”

https://go.boarddocs.com/il/oprfhs/Board.nsf/files/CELJGA4D1599/$file/Professional%20Development%20and%20Grading%20BOE%20Presentation_.pdf


Institute of Educational Sciences

• IES Director (Mark Schneider): Accelerating Research on Special 
Education (IES Director: Accelerating Research on Special Education)

• Discussed findings from his review of Condition of Education
• By the end of high school, dramatic proficiency gaps in key subjects are evident between 

students with and without disabilities

Grade 12 Percent Below NAEP Basic on the 2019 Assessment

Students w/ Disabilities Students w/o Disabilities

Math 75% 36%

Reading 62% 26%

Science 71% 37%
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PAC-TE and the presenter(s) 

of this session desire your 

feedback.

On the Whova event main 

menu, go to the agenda. Tap 

on a session to view 

the session detail page, and 

then tap on the “Rate” 

button.


